1. TITLE OF CONSTITUENT BODY and NAME OF REPORTERS
Subcommission on Triassic Stratigraphy (STS)

Mark W. Hounslow (Chair of STS, CNBWG chair), Chris McRoberts (STS Secretary), Charles Henderson & Yuri
Zakharov (IOBWG chair and sec.), Spencer Lucas (OABWG chair).

2. OVERALL OBJECTIVES AND FIT WITHIN IUGS SCIENCE POLICY

e Definition of stage boundaries and selection of GSSP sections.

e Rationalization of chronostratigraphic classification for the Triassic.

e Inter-calibration of all stratigraphic tools and promoting globally significant data to achieve this.
e Establishment of physical, cyclostratigraphic and chemo-stratigraphic scales.

e Correlation of Triassic successions and events including marine to non-marine.

3. ORGANISATION - interface with other international projects / groups

The STS is a Subcommission of the International Commission on Stratigraphy, with 3 executive officers and
23 voting members of the STS and about 110 corresponding members. The secretary is the editor of the
online Albertiana and manages the web site and posts for STS announcements and task group discussions.
The Albertiana editor is supported by an editorial team of ten drawn from the voting and corresponding
members.

Interfaces : a) IGCP 630: “Permian-Triassic climatic and environmental extremes and biotic response”,
leader Zhong-Qiang Chen. Interconnection is relevant to the Olenekian and Anisian Working Groups.
Members of the Induan-Olenekian Boundary Working Group (IOBWG) attended a field a meeting Wuhan in
May, 2018. b) The non-marine project group works with IGCP 632 (“Continental Crises of the Jurassic”) and
“International Permian-Triassic Workshops” organised annually by Gerhard Bachmann.

3a. Nominated Officers for 2016-2020

Chair: Mark W. Hounslow, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University, UK;
Vice-Chair: Wolfram M. Kiirschner, UiO Department of Geosciences ,0slo, Norway
Secretary: Christopher A. McRoberts, Geology Department, SUNY, Cortland, New York, USA

4. EXTENT OF NATIONAL/REGIONAL/GLOBAL SUPPORT FROM SOURCES OTHER THAN
IUGS

Funding for some participants of the IOBWG for the Wuhan meeting in China, May 22-24 was provide by
China University of Geosciences, Wuhan.

5. CHIEF ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2018.

Norian GSSP candidate; Pizzo Mondello, Sicily: With the publication of Rigo et al. (2018) and Mazza et al.
(2018), which deal with the conodont taxonomic issues connected with the Pizzo Mondello candidate the
major obstacle in the way of making progress on this boundary has been bridged. In Oct-Nov 2018, a new
Norian working group was assembled to move forward towards a discussion, report compilation and vote
on the two proposed candidates. In addition Sr-isotope work on the Pizzo Mondello section has been
published by Onoue et al. (2018).

Olenekian GSSP: During a 3-day symposium “International symposium on deep-time environmental &
climatic extremes and biotic responses” (Wuhan, Chin, May 22-24, 2018), the IOBWG chaired by Yuri
Zakharov (Secretary of the WG) met to discuss the GSSP candidate sections connected with conodont (e.g.
Lyu et al. 2018; Henderson et al. 2018) and ammonoid biostratigraphy issues. They also visited the Chaohu
candidate section.

Anisian GSSP: Spencer Lucas has accepted the task of leading a new WG on the Olenekian-Anisian
boundary, and has been promoting ideas about possible new candidate sections. Sections in China (e.g.



Gaundao; Li et al. 2018; Chen et al. 2018) remain some of the strongest possibilities, but so far have not
been formally proposed.
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9. WORK PLAN, CRITICAL MILESTONES, ANTICIPATED RESULTS AND
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ACHIEVED NEXT YEAR:

Norian GSSP: The plan is to move forward towards a vote on the boundary marker and GSSP section. This
will be achieved by 1) the preparation of document detailing the correlation potential of suitable markers,
and details on the candidate sections by the WG member for in early 2019. 2) Face to face discussions will
then take place at STRATI2019 in, a) late Triassic presentation sessions, and b) a meeting of the STS.
Following this the plan is to move towards a vote in late 2019.

Olenekian GSSP: During 2019 it is planned to complete collation of information from IOBWG members to
produce a document for distribution among all the group, as a prelude to discussion and moving to a vote
within the WG before the end of 2019. Lower Triassic sessions and the STS meeting at STRATI2019 in July
should allow some time for problems to be resolved and new ideas to be developed. The goal of the WG
chair is to have a GSSP proposal to submit to STS for ratification in early 2020.

Anisian GSSP: It is hoped that Lucas can encourage additional formal proposals for Anisian GSSP candidate
sections, since the Desli Caira section in Romania (the only one formally proposed) is unlikely to move
forward, an important step which will bridge the major stumbling block at this boundary.

10. KEY OBJECTIVES AND WORK PLAN FOR 2018-2020

e Norian and Olenekian GSSP: Both move towards preparing a discussion document among the working
group members, as a prelude to moving towards a vote on the candidate markers and sections.

e Anisian GSSP: Obtaining formal proposals for new candidate sections in South China.

e Rhaetian GSSP: A 2-3 year stasis in this group has seen no significant prospects of change. If this
continues into early 2019, a new chair of this working group will be sought to move forward at a faster
pace.
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~110 STS corresponding members, not listed here

Chairs of the Working Groups of the unresolved GSSP boundaries

Base Rhaetian Working Group, M. Balini.
Base Norian Working Group, M. W. Hounslow
Base Anisian Working Group, S. Lucas

Base Olenekian Working Group, C. M. Henderson.




